UTAH STATE ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE

Series 3912

TERRITORIAL PENITENTIARY [790)

WARDENS OFFICE RECORDS, 1855-1894

2 microfilm redls

DESCRIPTION: These records cover the administrations of Wardens Daniel Carn,
Alexander McRae, JA. Little, Albert P. Rockwood, and Frederick Kedler. Included are
descriptions of prisoners and the findings and sentences of courts; a draft history of the Utah
Penitentiary; reportsto the legidative assembly; a questionnaire; journals; financial records;
warrants of confinement; release orders; minutes, depositions; correspondence; and
inventories.

The record books contain entries for United States prisoners whose cases were handled by
district courts, and territorial prisoners whose cases were handled by probate courts. In both
books, the warrant issued by the courts to have prisoners delivered to or received at the
penitentiary was entered. Also the circumstances of crimes and the findings and sentences of
courts were recorded. This information includes the dates prisoners were sentenced; the length
of their sentences; and the dates they were received at the prison. Often there are accounts of
any labor in which prisoners participated. The dates prisoners were released, or in other cases,
when they escaped are frequently recorded. Usually there are identifications of prisoners
which include nativity; age; occupation; stature; complexion; hair; forehead; eyes; nose;
mouth; teeth; chin; and marks. Included in the last record book of territorial prisonersisa
brief draft history of the Utah Penitentiary written by Warden Albert P. Rockwood in 1877.

The last record book of territorial prisoners also contains a questionnaire which was sent to
Warden Rockwood from the National Prison Association. It inquired about the characteristics
of the prisoners, the prison, and the prison staff.

Financial journals were used to record the purchase of supplies. Also reported are the
proceeds realized from the labor of prisoners. The journals dated December 1863 to
December 1867 and December 1867 to November 1871 have subject and name indexes.
There are also loose bills, receipts, and invoices.
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Warrants of confinement which were issued by the district and probate courts. The warrants
reported the findings and sentences of courts. They commanded that prisoners be delivered to
the prison by law enforcement and/or received at the penitentiary by the warden.

Orders of Release granted prisoners rel ease from custody and explain the reasons for the
decision. Some were released by pardons granted by the governor. Others were released
because it was determined by the court that innocence or guilt had not adequately been
established. Still others were released by bail bond and were expected to make a later
appearance in court.

The main topics of the correspondence include appoi ntments to positions, prisoner escapes,
work releases for prisoners, and transporting prisoners for appearances before judges. Some
letters discuss prison conditions or individual prisoners.

Following the correspondence is a copy of the minutes of the proceedings in justice's court
about atheft of animals and other property. There are also depositions which were submitted
about the crime.

The final two items are records from the administration of warden Frederick Kesler, who
served from 1880 until 1894. In the Record of the Utah Penitentiary, Warden Kesler reported
on the circumstances of his appointment and on conditions of the prison when he became
warden.

The Frederick Kesler papers consist mainly of reports Warden Kesler submitted to the
legidative assembly. Kesler's themes in these reports concerns the debt the territory had
incurred by the housing of territorial prisoners by the United States government; and concerns
the legidlature's appointment of a committee to determine a site and provide funding to build a
territorial penitentiary.

ARRANGEMENT: Itisarranged by document types and thereunder chronologically.

RELATED RECORDS: Series 80388, PRISON COMMITMENT REGISTERS, contains
prisoners admission data beginning in 1875, continuing the record books of this series.

PROCESSING NOTE: Origina records are in the possession of the Archives of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. They provided the microfilm copy. Filming was donein

1988. This inventory was produced at the Utah State Archives, based upon information in an

inventory supplied by the LDS Church.

CONTAINER LIST

Red Box Folder Description
1 1 1 Record of United States prisoners,
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Description

1855-1866

Record of Territoria prisoners,
1855-1867

Record of Territoria prisoners,
1867-1874

Journal, Jan. 1862-Jan. 1864
Journal, Dec. 1863-Dec. 1867
Journal, Dec. 1867-Nov. 1871

Index to penitentiary ledgers, 1863

Warrants of confinement,
1854-1859

Warrants of confinement,
1860-1861

Warrants of confinement,
1862-1863

Warrants of confinement, 1864
Warrants of confinement,
1865-1866

Warrants of confinement,
1867-1868

Warrants of confinement,
1869-1870

Orders of release, 1856-1864
Orders of release, 1865-1866
Orders of release, 1867-1868
Orders of release, 1869
Correspondence, 1862-1869
Reports, orders, Justice's Court
proceedings, depositions,
1860-1869

Financial papers, 1861-1864
Financial papers, 1865-1877
Record of the Utah Penitentiary,
1880-1885

Frederick Kesler papers,
1880-1894
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